
 1 

GAIA SANTINI 
 
gaia.santini@unicampania.it  
Born in Rome (Italy) 10/10/1995. 

1. CURRENT POSITION 

2022 – 2025 PhD candidate in Storia e trasmissione delle eredità culturali at the University of Campania 
“Luigi Vanvitelli”. 

Thesis: ‘I libri delle madri. Gli scritti medico-sociali italiani e la loro ricezione (1870-1919)’. (‘Mothers' 
books. Italian medical-social writings and their reception (1870-1919)’). Supervisor: Professor Elena 
Porciani. 
 

2024 Visiting student at the Centre Roland Mousnier, Sorbonne Université, Paris, January-
July. 

2. EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

2021 – 2022  MA in Sociology and Global Challenges at the University of Florence - suspended due 
to the start of the PhD. 

2018 – 2021 MA in Historical Studies (Modern and Contemporary History) at the University of 
Rome ‘La Sapienza’. 

Thesis: ‘«Occhio ai bambini!». I manuali di puericultura e pedagogia italiani tra norma e cura (1870 
– 1914)’ (‘«Occhio ai bambini!». Italian childcare and pedagogy manuals between rules and care 
(1870 – 1914)’). Vote: 110/110 cum laude. Supervisors: Professor Elena Papadia and Professor 
Umberto Gentiloni Silveri. 

2015 – 2018  BA in History, Anthropology, Religions (Modern and Contemporary History) at the 
University of Rome ‘La Sapienza’. 

Thesis: ‘Omosessualità e cultura borghese nell'Italia liberale (1870-1918)’ (‘Homosexuality and 
middle-class culture in liberal Italy (1870-1918)’). Vote: 110/110 cum laude. Supervisor: Professor 
Elena Papadia. 
 

2015 – 2018 Path of Excellent in Historical Studies. 

3. CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 

3.1. Lectures: 

2023 ‘Donne e Resistenza. Dalla storia alla scrittura’ (‘Women and Resistance: From 
History to Writing’), lecture given at the Gender Criticism Workshop at the University 
of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli” (10/05/2023). 

2023 ‘Il martedì dei dottorandi’ (‘Doctoral Tuesdays’) at the University of Campania “Luigi 
Vanvitelli” (7/11/2023). 

3.2. Interventions: 
2024   ‘«Noi siamo stufe di fare bambini!». Donne e canto nei movimenti femministi italiani 

degli anni Settanta’, doctoral conference at the University of Campania “Luigi 
Vanvitelli” (28/02/2024). 
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2024 ‘History or Herstory. Questioni di genere al DiLBeC’, ‘Verso L’8 Marzo. L’Università 
come luogo di educazione di genere contro la violenza sulle donne’, GdR Beyond e 
DiLBeC, Università degli Studi della Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”, (21/02/2024). 

 
3.3. Organised conference: 
2024 ‘Propaganda e persuasione: arte e strumento’ (‘Propaganda and Persuasion: Art and 

Instrument’), doctoral conference at the University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli” 
(27-28/02/2024). 

2023 ‘Ciclo di seminari. I martedì dei dottorandi del XXXVIII ciclo’ (‘Seminar Series. 
Doctoral Tuesdays of the XXXVIII cycle’) at the University of Campania “Luigi 
Vanvitelli”. 

4. PUBLICATIONS 

2024 Review a Moretti Erica, The Best Weapon for Peace: Maria Montessori, Education, and 
Children's Rights, Madison, The University of Wisconsin Press, 2021 in «Modern Italy 
Journal». 

5. RESEARCH GROUP 

2023 - present BEYOND. Perspectives on gender roles and representations at the University of 
Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”. 

2023 - present RECEPT. Research on the Cultural Entanglements of the Present Time at the 
University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”. 

6. WORK EXPERIENCE 

2020 Assistant at the Library of History, Cultures, Religions, at the University of Rome ‘La 
Sapienza’. 

2019 Assistant at the Library of History, Cultures, Religions, at the University of Rome ‘La 
Sapienza’. 

2018 Assistant at the Sapienza Historical Archive, University of Rome ‘La Sapienza’. 

7. LANGUAGE SKILLS 

ITALIAN (mother tongue); ENGLISH (advanced); FRENCH (intermediate); GERMAN (intermediate). 

 


